50 Emergency Uses for Your Camera Phone
by Paul Purcell

In an emergency you'll not only need to provide and receive help, but after the event is over, you'll face the prospect of
return, repair, and rebuilding. Central to all these activities is communication and documentation. Ewverything in our
society carries a heaping helping of red tape, and disasters are no different. Below are 50 of the many ways one simple
tool, in this case the camera phone, can be used in an emergency to help you document, record, and relay some of
your more important pieces of information.

Granted, any camera could be used for some of the things listed below, but the phonecam carries a distinct advantage
with it. It can immediately transmit the pictures it takes. |f you don't have a phonecam, that's okay. Go with what you
have, or with what you can afford. Disposable film cameras and digital cameras are acceptable, and microcassette
recorders that will let you record information verbally are useful as well.

However, the phonecam rules, so let's look at ways yours can be used in an emergency. The following are excerpts
from our book “Disaster Prep 101" found at www.disasterprep101.com.

1. Last minute child ID. Whenever the family might be separated, take a series of last-minute pictures of all family
members, especially the kids, and also the pets. You might need this to reunite the family later.

2. Draw a map, shoot it, send it. Trying to send or receive directions to or from a certain location and voice directions
just aren't cutting it? Draw a map on paper, take a picture, and send.

3. Injury photos to the doctor. Suppose you're in a situation where you can't get to help and they can't get to you, and
someone's sick or injured. If there are visible signs or symptoms, your phonecam can relay these to medical personnel
who can walk you through whatever treatment is possible where you are.

4, Damage documentation for insurance. In mass catastrophes, itll be days or longer before even the first insurance
adjusters get there to file claims on your behalf. Photo all the damage you can in case some of it gets repaired or
cleaned up before your agent arrives.

5. Report suspicious activity. Are you part of a neighborhood watch group? If you see suspicious activity, you can
upload pictures of suspects and the situation to the Police immediately.

6. “Here's the landmark I'm near.” In an emergency, gathering with the family at a “rendezvous point” is one of the
most critical steps you'll take. If you don't have a fixed meeting place, you can send pictures of where and what you're
near so the others can find you. This also works well if you're lost and/or injured in the wilderness and you need to relay
pictures of landmarks so Search and Rescue teams can find you.

7. “Meet us at this landmark." If you have a fixed rendezvous point and you want to relay the info to others, send a pic
you already have on file, so others will know where to meet. Take these file photos while compiling your family
emergency plan.

B. Photo shopping list. If you're about to stock your pantry in anticipation of an emergency, such as if you're planning
on sheltering-in-place during a hurricane, take a picture of your pantry as a quick way to list things you need from the
store.

9. Driving directions. If you're trying to tell others where a certain location is, such as an emergency shelter, you can
send them a picture by picture set of driving directions. This is another good thing to create while putting your family
reaction plan together.

10. “Meet this person.” Let's say your family had to evacuate, and they know the address they're supposed to head to,
but not everyone has met the family emergency contact person. Send them a picture of the person they're supposed to
meet, or you can send your contact person some pictures of the people heading their way.

11. Last minute property inventory. Just as you'd photo the family in anticipation of an emergency, you should do the
same with your property. If you're about to evacuate, snap some quick shots of your property to include any new
purchases not included in your last full home inventory, and to show the current condition of your property in general.

12. “Adventure” journal. Who says every potential disaster situation has to be a total disaster? One way to look at it is
as an adventure: Take some pictures to record what you do, the places you go during evacuation, people you meet
along the way, efc.












